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This listing of daims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of dalms in the application: 
UsBnoof Clafma! 

Claim 1 (cunently amended): A universal one^ec? hand guard for a hacicsaw having a 

handle, a frame and a blade» said hand guard oomprishg: 

a semi-rigid flat shield fomied of a sinole pleoe of resilient non-metallic 
material having a height generally equal to that of the fiame or 
handle and having a at least as great as a projected frontal 
width off a usei's hand when grasped around the handle in using the 
hacksaw; 

said shield having a notch extending ttownwardly through a central portion 
of said shield from an upper margin thereof, said notch having a 
width and .length sufflctent to be fitted around and receive support 
from an upper portion of the frame at a point in proximity to and 
fbnrard of the handle; 

said shield also having a mounting aperture positioned below saU notch 
ami spaced above a lower margin of said shield and being sized to fit 
over and receive support from a threaded end of an elongated rear 
blade tenstoning support held within a lower comer of the frame; 

said shield also supported along the upright central portion against a rear 
upright portion of the frame which extends between said notch and 
said mounting aperture; 
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eaid shield having sufficient r^siliancy for a portion thereof lo be protectively 
deflected around a corresponding portion of the hand upon impact 
against an object during use of the hacksaw. 
Claim 2 (original): A universal hand guard as set forth In Claim 1 . wherein: ^ 

said resilient material is sheet elastomer 
Claim 3 (original): A universal hand guani as set forth in Claim 2, wherein: 

said elastomer is neoprene. 
Qaim 4 (original): A universal hand guard as set forth in Claim 2. wherein: 

said resilient material has a thickness In the range of about 1/8*. . 
Claim 5 (original); A universal hand guard as set forth In Claim 4, wherein: 

sakl shield has a width and a height of about 5". 
Claim 6 (original): A universal hand guard as set forth In aaim 2, wherein: 

sakl shiM is generally rectangular and has a thldoiess of about 1/8" and a 
wklth and a height of about 5". 
Claim 7 (ordinal): A universal hand guard as set forth in Claim 3, wherein: 

sakl neoprene has a durometer reading of in the range of about 60. 
Claim 8 (cunentiy amended): A ona-olece universal hand guard for a hacksaw having a 
hande, a frame and a blade, said hand guard comprising: 

a resilient single oieoa flat ^ield having a height generally equal to that of 
the frame or handle and having a wklth at least as great as a 
projected flwrtal wklth of a user's hand when grasped around the 
handle in using the hacksaw; 
sakl shieM ha^ng an elongated vertkrai notch attending downwardly atong 
a central axis of said shield from an upper margin thereof, said notch 
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having a width and length sufficient to be fitted around and receive 

support from an upper portion of the rear of the frame at a point in 

pioximi^ to and fbnivard of the handle: 

said shield also having a mounting aperture positioned below said notdi 

and positioned on said central axis and spaced above a lower 

margin of said shield, said mounting aperture being sized to fit over 

and receive support from a threaded end of an elongated rear blade 

tensioning support h^d within a lower comer of the frame by a 

threaded nut; 

said shield also positioned along the central axld thereof against a rear 
upright portion of the fnme which extends between said notch and 
said mounting aperture; 
said shield having euffldent resiliency for a portion thereof to be protectiveiy 
deflected around a corresponding portion of the hand upon Impact 
against an object durbig a fbnward cutting tUmko of the hacksaw. 
Claim 8 (original): A universal hand guard as set forth in Claim 8. wherein: 

said resilient material is sheet elastomer. 
Claim 10 (original): A unfvereai hand guard as set forth in Claim 9. wherein: 

said elastomer is neoprene. 
Oakn 1 1 (original): A universal hand guard as set forth in Claim 9, wherein: 

said resDIent material has a thickness In the range of about 1/8". 
Claim 12 (original): A universal hand guard as set forth in Clabn 1 1. wherein: 
said shi^ has a width and a h«ghtof aboutS". 
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aaim 13 (original): A univeisal hand guard as set fb/th In Claim 9. wherein: 

saw shield Is generally rectangular and has a thickness of about 1/8" and a 
vindth and a height of atxxjt S". 

aaim 14 (original): A universal hand guaid as set forth in Qalm 10. xwherein; 

said neoprene has a durometer reading of fai the lange of about 60. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A resilient universal slnQtepiB.^ hand guard for protecting 

the hand of the user of a hacksaw having a handle, a frame and a blade, said hand guard 

conq)rising: 

a flexible flat generally rectangular shield formed of a slnala oiBce of 
redlient material having a height generally equal to that of the frame 
or handle and having a wMth at least as cpeat as a projected frontal 
width of a user's hand when grasped around the handle during 
hacksaw use; 

saki shIeM having an etongated notch extending downwadly through a 
central portion of said shieM from an upper margin thereof, said 
notch having a wUth and length sufficient to be fitted around and 
receive support fiom an upper portion of the rear of the frame at a 
point in pn»dml^ to and fonwaid of the handle; 

said shield also having a mounting aperture positioned directly beiow said 
notch and spaced above a k>wer margin of said shieM and being 
sized to fit over and receive support from a threaded end of an 
elongated rear blade tensioning support heki within a lower comer of 
the frame; 
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safd ehield extending veiticaliy along the upright central portion thereof 
against a rear upright portion of the frame which extends between 
said notch and said mounting aperture; 

said shieid being heid in operative position with respect to the frame only by 
the resilient fit of said notch around the frame and a threaded nut 
engaged over the rear blade tensioning member against a portion of 
said ahietd sunourKiing said mounting aperture; 

said shield having suffldent resUiency for a portion thereof to be protectively 
deflected around a corresponding portion of the hand upon nipact 
against an object during use of the hadcsaw. 
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